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much to make her a real and a great nation. She was ruled
by a race of renowned warriors, as superior to every other race
in Europe, as the Romans were to the neighbouring Latins; the
Norman aristocracy were invincible in the field, and foremost in
policy, and in the arts of peace. And at the head of this domi-
nant caste, was a great sovereign and statesman, Henry of Anjou,
one of the chief founders of the English Monarchy, who doubtless
saw what were its natural limits. The course of events, therefore,
directly tended to bring Ireland under the power of England,
_and to lead to the subjection of the weaker country, far below
England, too, in civilised life. Yet Ireland was a land of
considerable extent; she was separated from England by a
stormy sea, and by the mountain ranges of Wales; her
-^pathless, wooded, and waste tracts were not easy to overran
^nd occupy; and she was inhabited by a race, in many
JSssential points differing very widely from the English people,
and already not well disposed to the "Saxon." The Book of
Fate had- not yet been opened; but Nature herself had
provided that the conquest of Ireland might prove a difficult
and protracted task.